AUBURN FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

January 1, 2017 Vol. 6 Issue 74

REFLECTI ONS by Tripp Martin

It seemslike more than seven days have passed since we gath-
ered on Christmas Eve, passing the Light of Christ from hand
to hand, candle to candle, and then holding them together, as - -
we gave withess to the coming of Christ. It is an extraordi- Deacon Ordination

nary moment, standing there with everyone, singing Silent 11:00 a.m. Worship Service
Night, Holy Night, and joining our heartsin worship. Itisa
striking moment, which changes how we see our ordinary mo-
ments.

Sunday, January 8th

Committee Night
6:15 p.m., Locations TBA

thesontuty, | wonderce how often thiseculy takespiace | 21} committee members are asked to
through the life of a congregation. How often do we offer the partici Pate Inthisk Ck_Off. event for anew
love of God to one another in the flesh without even realizing | COMMittee year. Committee rosters and
it? 1sit monthly, weekly, daily? We are unable to quantify it, | locationsfor each committee will be posted
but it certainly happens more than we redlize. Sunday morning, January 8.
(Childcare will be provided.)

| wondered about taking that extraordinary moment and |ook-
ing through it asalensat our ordinary moments. The church’'s
weekly schedule revolves around gathering and sending, whether it is for worship, committee meeting, or service
project. Each and every time we gather, we passthe Light of Christ to one another in small ways. Inthe same way
that Jesus traveled with his disciples, teaching, discussing, questioning, eating, laughing, crying and sharing with
them, we see the Light of Christ in our ordinary moments.

Aswe begin this new year, we might look at the life of the congregation through thislens. We might specifically
read the church newsdletter through this lens. The newsletter is a calendar, reminder list, and source of informa-
tion; but it might also be a place for ministry opportunities, shared study and prayer, and source of renewal. In
these pages, we might witness the places where the Light of Christ is passed from hand to hand.

| understand this is not the usual way we read a newsletter, but perhaps it is a good exercise for looking at our
ordinary moments, our gathering and sending, differently. It might help us imagine the presence of God around us
and the sacred work of the church, which is often times disguised as a committee meeting or Sunday School
lesson. Aswe watched the Light of Christ pass from hand to hand, we were reminded that we discover the pres-
ence of the love of God in the flesh through our interactions with others. We discover the love of God in our
practice of the love of neighbor.

-Tripp

Auburn First Baptist Church =« 128 E Glenn Avenue = Auburn, AL = auburnfbc.org
334.887.8506 = auburnfbc@mindspring.com

Our Mission. Believing the Spirit of God is alive in each one of us and in the world, we affirm that the mission of Auburn First Baptist
Church is: to glorify God as the Creator, Sustainer, and Redeemer of life; to call all people to God through Christ as Savior and Lord; to
enable all people to be more like Jesus.



ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL YEAR!!!
Congratulations, AFBC Family!!!

During quiteanumber of weeks, membersof our church
family have been working hard to make our project of Christmas
boxesfor inmatesat L ee County Jail asuccess, and it wasmost
successful!

You have supplied and wrapped shoe boxes, contrib-
uted $15 for the cost of the contents of abox and contributed
more than enough for the 750 stampsfor the mailing of thefive
Christmascardsin each box. Many thanksfor vaiant work from
all the Sunday School classes and otherswho wrapped boxes.
Thanksisaso dueto LauraEdgar and our youth who helped
package candy for the boxes.

Many, many thanksto the Jail Ministry Team: Helen
Brown, Ann Crance, Mary Joe Howard, Vikki Miller, Mary
VirginiaMoore, and Julia Morgan. Other valiant helperson
Monday and/or Tuesday, December 12" and 13th, were Shirley
Brown, BrendaCantini, Jesse Cauley, Dan Morgan, Susan Hafner,
Tripp Martin, Mary VirginiaMoore, Ginny Radford, Charles
Segrest and Ronda \West.

Thanksto Lavaughn Johnson and Bill Mcintyrefor de-
livering the completed 150 Christmasboxesto Lee County De-
tention Center on Tuesday, December 20" and to Ray Brown,
JadaButler and Benjamin Driggersfor helping toload thetrucks.
JadaButler wasinvaluable help al three days. Thiswonderful
person has helped in thisproject in so many waysthroughout the
year that therewould not be space should we attempt to list them
adl. Thesamecanbesadof our fineofficemanager, TrigaSaugh-
ter.

We are d so indebted to the Women’sMissionary Union
of Central Baptist Church, Opelikaand to their leader Peggy
Carroll for supplying, wrapping and delivering many of theboxes
for us. Thisistheir second year to do so.

Mary Joe Howard and Vikki Miller, co-chairsfor the
second year, declarethisyear’sproject agreat success, indeed.
They aregreatly indebted to Helen Brown for her magnificent
training throughtheyeard!

We are so grateful to every one of you who has ever
hel ped with thiswork! May you continueto receivemany bless-

ingin having doneso!

Advent De-decorating

Tuesday, January 3, 4:00 p.m.
The Flower Committeewill take down and put away all of the
Advent decorationsand need asmany hel persaspossble. Please
plantojointhemif you can.

New Year'sDay
OnJanuary 1, wewill beabletotakeour first stepsinto 2017
by gathering to give thanksto God. Wewill gather around the
Lord’ s Tablefor communion, marking thefirst day of theyear
by theeverlasting and dwaysnew grace of God. Wearethankful
for the sacred rhythmsand routines of the church, asthey shape
andformour lives.

2017 Thursday EveningActivities

5:15p.m. - Brown Bag Meal Time

6:00 p.m. - Prayer and Bible Study
Begins Thursday, January 5 - “ What They Saw”
We will begin aseries of conversations about several minor
charactersin scripture. By minor, wedo not mean lessimportant,
but rather, less examined. Wewill look at several stories of
scripturefromther perspective, sandinginadifferent placewithin
the story ourselvesand seeing what we discover. Wewill talk
about Bilhah, Miriam, Joanna, Marthaof Bethany, and Andrew.
Throughtheir eyes, wewill takeal ook and seewhat wediscover.

MARKY OUR CALENDARS——

Church OfficeClosed
Monday, January 2nd

Youth Committee M eeting
Sunday, January 8th, 12:00 p.m., Youth Room

LadiesLunch Bunch
Sunday, January 8th, 12:30 p.m., The Depot

CommitteeNight
Sunday, January 8th, 6:15 p.m., Locations TBA

CDC Committee M eeting
Wednesday, January 11th, 5:30 p.m., Library

No EveningActivities
Sunday, January 15th

Church OfficeClosed
January 16th

Sewar dship Committee M eeting
Thursday, January 19th, 5:00 p.m., Library

Deacons Meeting
Tuesday, January 24th, 6:30 p.m., Seekers Classroom

Business Meeting
Thursday, January 26th, 6:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall




Thursday Nights
5:15p.m. Brown Bag
5:45 p.m.Youth Hang Out
Time

Sunday Nights
Youth Choir 5:00 p.m., Choir Room
Resumes January 8th
Bible Sudy 6:00 p.m., Youth Room
Resumes January 22nd

Faithin 3D
January 13-16
Orlando, FL
Total Cost: $430

BYPTCiscoming!

Sunday, January 8th, 5:00 p.m.

Parents: do you ever wonder exactly what your children and
their friends do between 5:00 and 6:00pm on Sunday evenings
when you bring themto choir?1t'snot ALL music (althoughitis
that); norisitALL funand games(athoughitisthat aswell).
Do you ever hear your teenagers singing something silly that
blamesyou for compelling themto destroy acertain candy (the
onethat meltsin your mouth and not in your hand), or singing
numbersin strange ordersfor no apparent reason and wonder
what’sgoing on?

Well it'shigh timeyou knew! BY PTC standsfor Bring Your
Parents To Choir, and it’syour opportunity to see (and perhaps
participatein) choir with your child(ren) and/or teenager(s). What
do you need to do? Just show up with your young-un(s) on Sun-
day afternoon, January 8" at 5:00 p.m., and we'll take care of

therest!
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Bible Study & Breakfast
Sundays, 9:45 a.m.
College Room (Activities Building)

College Tuesday Night Bible Study
Tuesdays, 7:00 p.m.
College Room (Activities Building)
Resumes January 17th
Fellowship. Service. Special Activities.

Lunch On Campus
Wednesdays, 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Resumes January 18™

J-Term Class, by Tripp Martin
Sundays Beginning January 22nd
5:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall

Sabbath: More Than A Day

Throughout the history of the church, the practice of Sabbath
hasshaped thelifeof faith, but the® shoulds’ and the* oughts’ of
Sabbath have clouded itsmeaning. During atimewhenwefed
thefrustrations of an overcrowded calendar with lessgapsand
more demands, the gift of Sabbath can help usregain our per-
spective of each week. Wemight feel asif multitaskingisas
natural asbreathing, but it canalsofed likewearechasinglife,
instead of receiving each day. The practice of Sabbathisnot an
easy solution, but itisadeep well, full of guidance. Eachweek,
weface homework and tests, meetingsand catch-up work, un-
written demands and unsaid expectations, calendar reminders
andforgottentasks. Reclaiming the meaning of Sabbath, which
ismorethan aday, can restore our posturetowardsthese pres-
sures.

Mealsfor Tuesday Night Bible Sudy

Thank you to al who volunteered to bring supper for the college
studentsduring the Fall semester! Your actsof serviceand caring
made each Tuesday night awonderful timefor our collegegroup.
It'shardtobelieve, but it salready timeto signup for the Spring
semester. Please support our collegeministry by signing up to
bringameal for our students one Tuesday night this Spring.

If you are interested in preparing a home cooked meal for

our College Tuesday Night Bible Sudy this Spring, please

email Laura at |auraedgar @mindspring.com.
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Spark Adventure

Thursdays @ 5:50 PM., Ed. Bldg.
January 5th: Kelly Meeks
January 12th: Julie McClanahan

spark”
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Every Sunday Every Thursday
Sunday School 9:45 am. Brown Bag Meal Time 5:15 p.m. ServingtheMonth of January
Morning Worship 11:00 am. Prayer & Bible Study 6:00 p.m. .
Greeters. Nancy Roberts, BrendaMcCord, Ted Little
Sunday - 1st Visitors: Carolyn Grimes, Nancy Roberts
No Sunday School L oaves & Fishes: Seekers
No Evening Activities Offering: Adult4
Tuesday - 3rd _
Advent De-decorating .........ccc...... Sanctuary 4:00p.m. Serving Janu_arv L 201?
Counters: Dwayne Beckett, LoisGraves, Bill Faurot
Thursday - 5th . .
_ Sound & Light: Lindsay Crosby
Youth Hangout Time............cc........ Youth Room 5:45p.m. Extended Session: CaroleZugazaga, Ruthie Spiers, SueWalker,
SPAK e EducationBuilding  5:50p.m. Tiffany Myrick, Jason Summers
Sanctuary Choir Rehearsdl ............ Choir Room 6:45p.m.
Sunday - 8th ServingJanuary 8, 2017
Deacon Ordination ................c....... Sanctuary 11:00am. | Counters: FHarcieHopkins, AliceLumpkin, Lavaughn Johnson

Children’sCommittee Meeting ...... Fellowship Hall 1200pm. | Sound& Light: AndrewYohn
Extended Session: Cindy Cleveland, Dean Myrick, Kathleen

Youth Committee Meeting............. Youth Room 12:00p.m. ; }
_ Sabo, Lynn Eden, KatharineMartin
LadiesLunch Bunch .........c........... The Depot 12:30p.m.
Children’sChoir ........ccccceveierenneee Education Building  5:00p.m.
Youth ChoOir ....ccoevieieiceee Choir Room 5:00p.m. .. .
P Ministerial Staff Support Staff
CommiteeNight .........cccoeveieeennene Fellowship Hall 6:15p.m. )
Dr. Tripp Martin Bryan King
Wednesday - 11th Pastor Organist
trippmartin@mindspring.com kingbry@auburn.edu
Conversational English ................. Education Building  9:00am. 334-332-4100
Trista Slaughter
CDC CommitteeMesting ............... Library 5:30p.m. Laura Edgar Office Manager
Associate Pastor for Youth, tristaslaughter@mindspring.com
Thursday - 12th College and Young Adults
lauraedgar@mindspring.com Milissa Clowers
Youth Hangout Time............cc........ Youth Room 5:45p.m. CDC Director
Morris Driggers milissaclowers@mindspring.com
SPAK e EducationBuilding  5:50p.m. Associate Pastor for Music
morrisdriggers@mindspring.com Grace Friedenreich
Sanctuary Choir Rehearsdl ............ Choir Room 6:45p.m. Shelby Churchwell
_ . Dale Peterson Administrative Assistant
Frlday-13th Minister of Music Emeritus/ auburnfbc@mindspring.com
o Composer in Residence
Youth Depart for Faithin3D Listen to the service Sunday mornings

at 11 am on WAUD 1230 AM




